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Sun Tzu was an ancient Chinese military general, strategist and philosopher who is

traditionally believed and most likely to have authored The Art of War, an influential ancient

Chinese book on military strategy. Sun Tzu has had a significant impact on Chinese and Asian

history and culture, both as an author of The Art of War and through legend. During the 19th

and 20th centuries, Sun Tzu's The Art of War grew in popularity and saw practical use in

Western society, and his work has continued to influence both Asian and Western culture and

politics. Sun Tzu's The Art of War has influenced many notable figures. Traditional histories

recount that the first emperor of a unified China, Qin Shi Huang, considered the book

invaluable in ending the Age of Warring States. The Art of War was introduced in Japan c. AD

760, and the book quickly became popular among Japanese generals. The work also

significantly influenced the unification of Japan. Mastery of its teachings was honored among

the samurai, and its teachings were both exhorted and exemplified by influential daimyo and

shoguns, as this statue in Japan depicts his likeness. Historians popularly recount how French

emperor Napoleon studied Sun's military writings and used them to successfully wage war

against the rest of Europe. The emperor's disregard for central principles such as attentiveness

to temporal conditions is largely credited for his eventual defeat in Russia. Admiral of the Fleet

Togo Heihachiro, who led Japan's forces to victory against Russia in the Russo-Japanese War,

was an avid reader of The Art of War.



SUN TZUON THEART OF WARLionel Giles TranslationSUN TZU ON THE ARTOF WAR

FORWARDThis e-book presents a complete translation of Sun Tzu on the Art of War as

penned by Dr. Lionel Giles from Great Britain. In 1910, Dr. Lionel Giles, a staff member of the

Department of Oriental Printed Books and Manuscripts at the British Museum in London,

introduced the English-speaking world to an effective translation of Sun Tzu Bing Fa, literally

translated as Sun Tzu on War Methods. Lionel Giles published his translation through Luzac

and Co. in London and Shanghai under the more commercial title, Sun Tzu on the Art of

War.Although written in 1910, this translation of Sun Tzu's work continues to be the standard

from which other English translations of the Art of War are measured. Dr. Lionel Giles had both

a solid background in military affairs and was fluent in Chinese where he served as a

representative of the British government. He was uniquely qualified to translate the Art of War

in a way that would explain what Sun Tzu meant with each of his passages.The following,

without commentary, is the Dr. Giles translation: as it appeared in the copy of original Luzac

and Co. book pictured here.LAYING PLANS1I. LAYING PLANS1. Sun Tzu said: The art of war

is of vital importance to the State.2. It is a matter of life and death, a road either to safety or to

ruin. Hence it is a subject of inquiry which can on no account be neglected.3. The art of war,

then, is governed by five constant factors, to be taken into account in one’s deliberations, when

seeking to determine the conditions obtaining in the field.4. These are: (1) The Moral Law; (2)

Heaven; (3) Earth; (4) The Commander; (5) Method and discipline.5,6. The Moral Law causes

the people to be in complete accord with their ruler, so that they will follow him regardless of

their lives, undismayed by any danger.7. Heaven signifies night and day, cold and heat, times

and seasons.8. Earth comprises distances, great and small; danger and security; open ground

and narrow passes; the chances of life and death.9. The Commander stands for the virtues of

wisdom, sincerely, benevolence, courage and strictness.10. By method and discipline are to be

understood the marshaling of the army in its proper subdivisions, the graduations of rank

among the officers, the maintenance of roads by which supplies may reach the army, and the

control of military expenditure.11. These five heads should be familiar to every general: he who

knows them will be victorious; he who knows them not will fail.12. Therefore, in your

deliberations, when seeking to determine the military conditions, let them be made the basis of

a comparison, in this wise:—13. (1) Which of the two sovereigns is imbued with the Moral law?

(2) Which of the two generals has most ability?(3) With whom lie the advantages derived from

Heavenand Earth?(4) On which side is discipline most rigorously enforced?(5) Which army is

stronger?(6) On which side are officers and men more highly trained?(7) In which army is there

the greater constancy both in reward and punishment?14. By means of these seven

considerations I can forecast victory or defeat.15. The general that hearkens to my counsel

and acts upon it, will conquer: let such a one be retained in command! The general that

hearkens not to my counsel nor acts upon it, will suffer defeat:—let such a one be dismissed!

16. While heading the profit of my counsel, avail yourself also of any helpful circumstances

over and beyond the ordinary rules.17. According as circumstances are favorable, one should

modify one’s plans.18. All warfare is based on deception.19. Hence, when able to attack, we

must seem unable; when using our forces, we must seem inactive; when we are near, we must

make the enemy believe we are far away; when far away, we must make him believe we are

near.20. Hold out baits to entice the enemy. Feign disorder, and crush him.21. If he is secure at

all points, be prepared for him. If he is in superior strength, evade him.22. If your opponent is of

choleric temper, seek to irritate him. Pretend to be weak, that he may grow arrogant.23. If he is



taking his ease, give him no rest. If his forces are united, separate them.24. Attack him where

he is unprepared, appear where you are not expected.25. These military devices, leading to

victory, must not be divulged beforehand.26. Now the general who wins a battle makes many

calculations in his temple ere the battle is fought. The general who loses a battle makes but

few calculations beforehand. Thus do many calculations lead to victory, and few calculations to

defeat: how much more no calculation at all! It is by attention to this point that I can foresee

who is likely to win or lose.WAGING WAR3II. WAGING WAR1. Sun Tzu said: In the operations

of war, where there are in the field a thousand swift chariots, as many heavy chariots, and a

hundred thousand mail-clad soldiers, with provisions enough tocarry them a thousand li, the

expenditure at home and at the front, including entertainment of guests,small items such as

glue and paint, and sums spent on chariots and armor, will reach the total of athousand

ounces of silver per day. Such is the cost of raising an army of 100,000 men.2. When you

engage in actual fighting, if victory is long in coming, then men’s weapons will grow dull and

their ardor will be damped. If you lay siege to a town, you will exhaust your strength.3. Again, if

the campaign is protracted, the resources of the State will not be equal to the strain.4. Now,

when your weapons are dulled, your ardor damped, your strength exhausted and your treasure

spent, other chieftains will spring up to take advantage of your extremity. Then no man,

however wise, will be able to avert the consequences that must ensue.5. Thus, though we have

heard of stupid haste in war, cleverness has never been seen associated with long delays.6.

There is no instance of a country having benefited from prolonged warfare.7. It is only one who

is thoroughly acquainted with the evils of war that can thoroughly understand the profitable way

of carrying it on.8. The skillful soldier does not raise a second levy, neither are his supply-

wagons loaded more than twice.9. Bring war material with you from home, but forage on the

enemy. Thus the army will have food enough for its needs.10. Poverty of the State exchequer

causes an army to be maintained by contributions from a distance.

Kevin Gregory, “Beautiful edition of a classic book.
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“The Art of War” is a legendary treatise on military strategy and tactics. Written by Chinese

military strategist Sun Tzu around 500 B.C., this work is studied in military colleges and

business schools. “The Art of War” contains 13 chapters pertaining to different aspects of

warfare.I purchased the hardcover Arcturus slip-case edition, which uses the translation by

Lionel Giles. It is a beautiful book with lots of attractive illustrations, gold-embossed lettering on

the cover, and the slip-case should protect the book for decades to come.There are lots of

editions of “The Art of War” available on Amazon, so I suggest you double-check to make sure

you are ordering the hardcover Arcturus edition with the slip-case.[...]”

emkeane, “Vey happy with the purchase.. My son really liked the book. The text is as expected.

The format is perfect. This is a book you can read again and again. It was a very smooth



purchase. It came sooner than I expected. It was under promised and over delivered I highly

recommend both the book and the seller.”

charles, “don't judge a book by the cover unless it is the hardcopy of this book. this book is very

interesting with lots of insight into leadership and much more, the hardcopy version is gorgeous

with a red silk cover and a sleeve to fit in. one of my favorite reads and favorite looking books

also”

Ray Mac, “Art of war. Interesting read. Beautiful for book collection.”

jim m., “Very nice. Very nice copy.  Well payed out and excellent art work.”

DarrenJames, “Very pleased. The presentation if this book is amazing feels very high quality

worth every penny”

Jamie, “Interesting read. The translations are a little annoying and breaks up the book but its

stood the test of time for a reason!”

Salina, “Good read. Gift for my husband. He loved it.”

mariya, “An excellent read. Thank you for the swift delivery. An excellent book.”

The book by Sun Tzu has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 599 people have provided feedback.
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